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Minister’s Letter 

7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU 

Dear Friends, 

Enjoyable holidays in North Wales have been part of 
our family tradition for many years and this year’s 
has been blessed with wonderful weather, giving us 
fantastic views of Snowdonia and the coastal areas. 
On Anglesey we weren’t able to spot the shy red squirrels but we were 
able to enjoy watching the cormorants and oystercatchers; a seal 
even popped its head out of the water.  

During a walk in the woods by Northborough beach we found a couple 
of natterjack toads by the side of the pathway - we also spotted a 
number of unusual fungi, in a range of colours. All of these experiences 
remind us of the beauty of nature and the wonderful diversity of plant 
life and animals around.  

You don’t have to be a zoologist, like our son Toby, to realise that there 
are a number of species under significant threat due to loss of habitat 
and the impact of human beings on the environment.  

Human activity has changed the landscape in many different ways, as 
you travel round Wales you are constantly reminded of the history of 
mining of coal and of slate.  

Farming has also had a major impact on our landscape and recent 
changes such as the removal of hedgerows has had a significant 
impact on the wildlife. The good news is that there are things that we 
can do, for example, we can play our part in our gardens in creating 
suitable habitats to support wildlife.  

We are also aware of the environmental impact of climate change 
and it is good that governments have committed to reduce our carbon 
dioxide pollution. As you may be aware, as a church, we have taken 
significant steps to reduce our impact on the planet.  
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Energy saving lighting throughout our building was one of the first steps 
we took. The solar panels on the roof of the church and the church halls 
mean that we produce electricity for our own use and for export to the 
national grid.  

Our biomass boilers mean that we use wood pellets, which are 
renewable, rather than a fossil fuel such as gas or oil. 

Perhaps it was due to my involvement in the good work that we’ve 
been doing at Park URC that I was asked to convene the new 
environmental task group for the United Reformed Church. This task 
group will meet around four times a year and will be responsible for 
producing worship materials about the environment, advocating the 
new environmental policy, as well as monitoring the carbon footprint of 
the whole church. Together, I’m certain we can make a difference! 

Coming up this month we have our Remembrance Church Parade, on 
November 13th when we will be joined by members of our uniformed 
organisations as we remember those who lost their lives through armed 
conflict. This year, the service will include information about the lives of 
the six men from our church who lost their lives in the First World War 
and the two men who lost their lives in the Second World War. 

At the end of November on Saturday 26th, we begin the Advent season 
with our Christmas Fair. In addition to being a great community event, 
the Christmas Fair also raises funds to support our work and witness in 
the local area. Once again, we are looking forward to many tasty 
treats served up from our new kitchen, including fresh filter coffee! 

Finally may God bless you and all those whom you hold in prayer at this 
time, especially those experiencing difficulties or new challenges in their 
lives. A number of people in our fellowship have moved house or are 
contemplating a move, please join me in praying for them as this can 
be a stressful time. 

Yours in Christ, 

Robert 



page 5 

Family News 

Some special birthdays were celebrated in October, including Jack 
Smith (21) and Gaye Rees.  

 Families are moving into the new developments off Woodlands 
Avenue and the Church magazine has been delivered to all the 
occupied properties in recent weeks.  

The Connell family moved to a new home in October, but still in 
Silverdale Road, whilst Gaye and Ray Rees will be moving to a new 
home in Twyford on 11th November.   

We give thanks to all those who serve as Elders and in other roles, each 
giving generously of their time and we pray for those nominated to 
serve next year and those discerning their call at the present time.  

Roger Clark has now retired from CCA where has worked for a number 
of years following his previous career in the I.T. industry. Roger can now 
spend more time at home with Carol and we remember them both in 
our prayers now.  

We remember also in our prayers all those recovering from or receiving 
treatment including Dulcie Sims, Linda Fenwick,  Eileen Day, and 
Thelma Butler.  

We also pray for Ken Curtis‘s daughter, Kay, who has been receiving 
treatment in London at King’s College Hospital for various periods since 
October last year. 

We remember too in our prayers our Minister Robert and his family 
following the death of his grandfather, Pete Long.  

Bob Dewing 
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Park Christmas Fair 2016 

It’s that time of year again! With darker evenings and shops setting out 
their festive displays, thoughts turn to our Park Christmas Fair. Please 
make a note of the date – 
Saturday November 26th, 
from 10.30 am to 3.30 pm – 
and tell your friends and 
family!   

As always this will be an 
event where you can stock 
up with presents, sit down 
and be entertained with 
some seasonal music, or 
simply catch up with friends 
whilst sampling the 
tempting delights in the café. As well as helping to raise much-needed 
funds for the church, the Christmas Fair is always a great social 
occasion, so make sure that YOU don’t miss it!  

We would also welcome any help either on the day or beforehand! 
Please look out for the sign-up sheets that will be on display to see if you 
could help in any way by 

 setting up or decorating the halls 

 volunteering in the café or on one of the stalls  

 baking some cakes for the cake stall 

 providing items for the stalls – books, toys, games, pre-loved 
items and gifts of all sorts, soft toys (all in good condition please)   

 donating an item towards the seasonal hampers – the 
collection box will be out each Sunday until the Fair.   

If you need to know more, there are plenty of people who will be able 
to give you further information, or ask Simon King, Rod King, or Chris & 
Yvette Gayford.  We look forward to seeing you on November 26th!   
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Wednesday Morning Prayers 

We are a small group that meet every Wednesday morning at the 
church (usually the small hall) at 10.00am for about half an hour, 
followed by coffee/tea.  

Our numbers have reduced since we have lost Doreen and Les, and it 
would be nice to see a few more people. We have changed the time 

to 10.00am to allow for a little more time to get moving in the morning!  
This is a good way to get a ‘prayer top up’ (there is no singing or hymns) 
after 

the Sunday service.  Do think about coming along, a warm welcome is 
extended to everyone.   

Gaye Rees 

Exploring Vocations Days  

We have received advance notice of two dates for Exploring 
Vocations Days.  These will be useful for people exploring all kinds of 
service: local, Assembly, lay, commissioned, ordained, inherited, 
pioneer etc.   

You will notice that the first date clashes with Wessex Synod but don’t 
let this put you off publicising the information.   

It would be really helpful if Ministers and Church Secretaries could 
approach individuals and suggest they might like to attend. 

 Saturday 18th March 2017 at Luther King House, Manchester 
 Saturday 4th November 2017 at Westminster College, 

Cambridge 

An advert and publicity will be out soon from Ministries and Education & 
Learning. 

Any questions or comments that people might have can be directed to 
Craig Bowman or Fiona Thomas at Church House. 

Ruth Heine - Development Team Administrator 
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Letters 

A big Thank You from Vera 
McPhillips, for all the wonderful 
cards, flowers and prayers that 
you sent her for her 99th birthday 
celebrations.   

Vera celebrated with a family 
lunch followed by a tea party with 
friends.   

She then had a sherry & tea party 
with the residents of Liberty of 
Earley a few days later.   

All in all, a splendid time was had 
by all! 

Many thanks again,  

Yvette Gayford (for Vera) 

 

Birthday Thanks 

Many thanks for all the good wishes, cards and blessings I received on 
my birthday. It was quite overwhelming and made extra special by 
seeing so many of you on Sunday and being able to share my birthday 
cakes! 

Gaye 
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Ride & Stride 2016  

It gives me great pleasure to announce that the total raised for Ride & 
Stride 2016 was a whopping £684.  

 

This the best total we have had since 2002, of which 50% goes to the 
Churches Trust, and 50% to Park.  

It genuinely never 
ceases to amaze me 
how generously 
people at Park 
support this event 
and I want to say a 
huge thank you to 
you all, and also to 
my two cycling 
buddies Zie and Tim 
who joined me on 
that very soggy 
Saturday. 

Tony 

 

 

Visiting Preacher in November 

Dave Jones will be leading our worship on the 20th November. 
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REInspired Conference 15th October 2016 

It was three years since the last REInspired conference so this was really 
a ‘big’ event for a charity that had started out from such small 
beginnings and yet has now grown to be working with schools in many 
towns. To us locally we remember REInspired as starting out with the 
blessing of Churches Together and we still have that connection with 
many volunteers coming from the Earley and East Reading churches 
and now in Woodley and Caversham and branching out in South/West 
Reading as well as Oxford and many towns further afield. 

In addition to the conference itself with workshops there were different 
associated stands in the halls covering such items as ‘prayer places’ in 
schools to ‘self-harming’ and how to help. There was a ‘Bible Society’ 
stand with material for children’s teaching from a young age to 
teenagers as well as a ‘Science and Religion’ (Laser) stall which used 
animations.  This was another helpful pack for schools looking for 
different materials. There was also a ‘praying for schools’ stand.   

The conference started with a ‘celebratory bang’ with the introduction 
led by Julia and followed by Rev’d Jon Salmon from Trinity (he is vicar 
there as well as a trustee for REInspired) followed by the worship band 
from Trinity church. There was a completely cross section of people 
attending, which was encouraging.  Some school/head teachers, 
some involved in Free faith schools, some REInspired volunteers, and 
some who had just heard about it and thought they’d come along to 
find out more. 

Rev’d Kate Coleman then gave her first talk where she explained her 
background and how she was now a Baptist minister with responsibility 
for leadership development programmes. She explained she had no 
formal role in education although in Ghana her mother was a teacher 
and her father instilled how important it was she gained a good 
education. However spiritually she was challenged and it wasn’t until 
she came to London to study that she found her faith by living and 
having friends who were Christians (although she did not know this at 
the time) and going to hear one of them play in a band in church.  In 
Africa although at a church school she did not feel exposed to faith. 
Since then her journey of faith has led her to work with orphans and 
street children and with Mothers and daughters to help build their self-
esteem in West Africa. 
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She likened her journey like 3 streams flowing into a river. One steam 
was mission the second was diversity and the third was leadership e.g. 
to lead others to a new and better place. In Hebrew there is no word 
for leadership. Kate highlighted for us that the word leadership is a verb 
not a noun and leadership is a behaviour in your own lives that can 
transform. 

We then had a break after which we attended our chosen workshops.  
I chose to go to the ‘Governance’ workshop which was led by Mike 
Simmonds who reiterated (for those who did not know like me!) the 
main duties of a governor and how not to be bogged down by 
operational issues and think strategically. This is a very important role 
and he always prays for wisdom and discernment especially when 
difficult decisions had to be taken. He spoke of the changes 
happening in the education system with many schools having to 
become academies now and the challenges they faced. He likened it 
to ‘moving from independence to interdependence’ not always easy 
to accept and needs trust from all parties. 

In between this talk and lunch we were invited to visit the mobile unit in 
the car park which could go into a school and the children would be 
asked questions about a parable and by touching the walls of the unit 
pictures and words would appear. This is very new technology and is 
difficult to describe in print but was fascinating to watch. The leader 
would be given a tablet and by operating the different buttons several 
different parables could be told. The questions as well appeared on the 
wall once they were stroked to be revealed.  

After a substantial buffet lunch, we reassembled to hear Kate give part 
2 of her talk. She explained about her passion for leadership and how it 
can change everyone to make a difference and we are all leaders in 
some way. It is to do God’s purpose in the world and we must not lose 
our sense of conviction and recommended reading John 12 v24. Today 
complexity is increasing and vision is critical. Isaiah 46 v10  

We need the courage to speak out. Today there is much pressure from 
the community and family which causes dangerous stresses and 
undercurrents. We need to take on spreading the gospel with 
collaborative leadership. You need people you can bounce ideas off 
and who you can connect with under pressure. This will then help to 
have the Holy Spirit in the face of fear. Use prayer and bible study and 
listen to God’s voice.  
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It was then time for a second workshop and my choice was ‘I sing 
worship’.This small charity used to have worship bands going into the 
schools until the children said they wanted to do something themselves. 
The entertainers are all young and trained. They now have many 
children’s religious songs on a computer system that they import to the 
schools. They take the children through a week in their different classes 
to learn the songs and interact and then perform them at 2 concerts at 
their local church.  They showed a film which clearly demonstrated the 
children enjoying their ‘pop’ concerts and then they came in with a full 
recording studio and made a CD for the school to use. The school 
charged a small ticket fee to parents who came to the concerts in the 
church. 

The cost of this was reduced to the schools to two thirds of what it 
should be and it did appeal to many. They were hoping to get into a 
Reading school as the nearest they had worked in had been Slough 
where it had been very well accepted by all faiths. They explained they 
rarely had any child being taken out because they were of a different 
faith.  To know more see website www.isingworship.org 

After an eventful time, the day concluded with Revd. Kate Coleman 
asking us to walk 14 paces either to left or right or straight on 
depending where we were and then meeting up with another 
attendee and talking to them about what they had most enjoyed 
during the day and why they had come. We then returned to our 
places for final prayers with Revd. Robert Weston and after where he 
and Julia gave well-earned thanks to all those who had helped to 
organise the event, especially those in the kitchen!  

Gaye Rees 
Stories for Change - Bangladesh 

Across the developing world, rural women play a crucial role in 
agriculture and farming. Bangladesh, where women exceed 50 
percent of the agricultural labour force, is no exception. 

So it’s no surprise that much of Food and Agriculture Organisation of 
the United Nations’s (FAO) work in the country has focused on 
supporting rural women farmers across a variety of sectors. This work 
includes aquaculture, crop and dairy farming, all of which are featured 
in a FAO video, Women Farmers of Bangladesh. 
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Shipra Bagchi, whose story is featured in the video, is a shrimp farmer 
from the village of Baniakhali in Bagerhat, a district of the Khulna 
division in south western Bangladesh. 

When she first started shrimp farming twenty years ago, Shipra had less 
than a tenth of a hectare of land. She recalls how difficult it was to 
make ends meet in those days. “At that time, this whole area was 
inundated. Rice cultivation wasn’t possible.” She remembers that 
people used to survive by picking water lilies. And Shipra herself 
struggled with her new endeavour. “Earlier, I didn’t know the good 
practices of shrimp farming.” 

Thanks to a project implemented by FAO and the Ministry of Fisheries 
and Livestock, with support from the Standards and Trade 
Development Facility, Shipra received training in key skills and 
techniques for improved and increased shrimp production: “How to 
enhance shrimp production, the benefit of the nursery and the use of 
PCR certified seeds, correct doses of lime, etc.” 

Today, Shipra has around 4 hectares of land. “I bought land,” she says. 
And that’s not all. “After all these years I have managed to build 
houses, and provide education for my children.” Shipra is eager to 
share the skills she has learned with others. “Now other people come to 
me, wanting to learn shrimp farming techniques,” she says. “They seek 
advice from me on how to become successful. This has all become 
possible because I followed the instructions under the project.” “People 
refer to my success...” 
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Lizzie's Armitstead says 'I do' 

The Bridge URC in Otley, Yorkshire, 
hosted the wedding of World and 
Commonwealth champion cyclist 
Lizzie Armitstead on 17 September.  

Otley girl Lizzie married fellow 
cyclist Philip Deignan from Ireland, 
who rides for the Sky team. The 
wedding was conducted by the 
church’s minister, the Revd Jason 
McCullagh. The church’s own 
‘Singing for Fun’ group were 
invited by Lizzie to take part in the 
service.  

Lizzie grew up in the church, being 
part of its Junior Church and 
uniformed organisations. Her 
grandfather, the Revd Jeff 
Armitstead, is a retired URC 
minister. 

     

Big Day Out 2017 

The date for your diary is 20 May 2017 and the venue is Drayton Manor 
Theme Park and Zoo near Tamworth, Staffordshire.  

It's for everyone in the URC, including all churches, Pilots, Brigades, 
Guides and Scouts.  

What's on offer? Zoo, theme park, the Big Picnic, and many great guest 
speakers.  
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Reverse Advent Calendar! 

In the Nomad house group this week we started a series of studies on 
Advent. It felt good to be starting to think about the season of Advent 
and how we can prepare for the celebration of Christmas. Our study 
was based on Isaiah 9:17 where the people, who are in a state of 
bitterness and despair, are promised a new dawn of light and hope 
with the coming of the ‘Wonderful Counsellor’, ‘Mighty God’, Eternal 
Father’ and ‘Prince of Peace’.  

We were encouraged to share a time when we have been 
overwhelmed with the reality of the darkness and evil which is present 
in our world, how the Lord has brought light into our dark corner of the 
world, and which of the aspects of the ‘child’ we would particularly like 
to experience and why. Most of us thought ‘Prince of Peace’ would be 
top of the list – with world peace being an ideal! 

I was reminded of a story the Rev’d Kate Coleman told us at the 
REinspired conference.  

A man wanted to change the world but after many months of trying 
and not succeeding, he decided maybe it would be better to try to 
change his country. So he tried that, but again did not succeed. 
Maybe, he thought, I should narrow it down to my town. So he set to, 
but after several months, was again met with failure. Well perhaps just 
my family then, he thought. However once again, he failed. He 
suddenly realised that the absolute best way to change the world was 
to first change himself. When he did this, he found his family changed, 
then his town and so on. 

This surely applies to peace too. We are given peace by Jesus – he was 
prophesied as the Prince of Peace and in John 14:27 said, ‘My peace I 
leave with you; my peace I give to you’. This peace is already given – it 
is up to accept that peace in our hearts and lives and then learn to 
share it with others. 

We also thought at house group about different ways we could 
prepare, especially bearing in mind that Isaiah says the Prince of Peace 
is going to rule over a kingdom of justice and righteousness. One way 
might be to do a reverse Advent calendar! 

You know with an Advent calendar each day you received the joy of 
opening a window each day to see what is behind – maybe a picture, 
maybe also a Bible verse and, if you’re lucky, a chocolate? How about 
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each day if, instead of receiving, you gave something? After all, 
Christmas is all about the greatest gift of all! And how about if that 
giving tied in with the Prince of Peace, and a kingdom of justice and 
righteousness? Perfect! 

So this Advent I am going to have a large 
box in my hallway (that I cannot ignore!) 
and each day put something in it for the 
foodbank. Maybe some days I’ll put in 
something basic e.g. sugar, cereal, tea, 
but maybe some days I’ll put in some 
treats e.g. chocolates, fancy biscuits, 
‘posh’ tins of soup. I wonder if this is 
something you would be able to do? Just 
think how much we could collect if every 
family at Park did a reverse Advent 
calendar! I do hope you’ll join me! Thank 
you. 

Carrie King 

Past Case Review 

The United Reformed Church (URC) launched the second phase of its 
Past Case Review on 4 October 2016, with the public being invited to 
raise concerns formally about the behaviour, or conduct, of anyone 
affiliated with the URC since its formation in 1972.  

The first phase ran from September 2015 to May 2016. It involved a 
specialist team reading the records of everyone who held ministerial 
office from 1972 onwards, around 2,500 files, to look for any historic 
incidents of inappropriate behaviour or abuse that may have been 
overlooked at the time. Some significant cases emerged, but the 
majority were found to have been handled appropriately. 

A Beacon of Hope to Help Light the Way.    

Our call to be a beacon of hope to help light the way.    

Maybe we sometimes get tired of hearing about ‘the refugees’. They 
are always on the news. We see these people walking doggedly for 
days across inhospitable landscapes, carrying all of their meagre 
possessions and making the best of the stops that they have to make, 
often in cold and damp conditions.  
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It is estimated that this Christmas there will many millions of people, 
young and old, forced to flee from violence in different parts of the 
world. These are decent people who have often witnessed 
unspeakable horrors before deciding that the only thing to do is to 
leave. They are leaving their homes to face real uncertainty and often 
appalling hazards, because there is no other option. I need hardly go 
on for you to appreciate the situation. 

This Christmas Christian Aid is appealing to us to help respond to this 
crisis. We celebrate Christmas with Jesus at the centre as the light that 
came into the world. Many of us fill our homes at this time with light and 
laughter, but for those who are fleeing a joyful home is a distant 
memory. So Christian Aid is calling for us to be a beacon of hope to 
these people.  

We remember the story of Mary and Joseph who set off on their journey 
2,000 years ago to find no safe place in which to give birth to their son. 
Then soon after that to depart rapidly as the violence of Herod’s wrath 
was about to be unleashed in the town. They too experienced the 
uncertainty and no doubt the hostility of those to whom they were 
seeking assistance.  

To give everyone the opportunity to hear more and to respond if you 
wish to do so there will be a short presentation near the beginning of 
some of the morning services during Advent. Envelopes will be 
available for those who want to donate as well as posters and other 
information displayed in the Church. I look forward to working with you 
over this important appeal. Please ask me if you wish to know more but 
I know from past experience that you are kind and generous people, 
Thank you,  

Chris Gayford  
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Reading - Düsseldorf Churches Group 

2017 sees the 70th anniversary of the twinning between Reading and 
Düsseldorf, one of the longest established such links.   

From 19th -26th August next year members of churches across Reading 
will again be welcoming visitors from Düsseldorf churches, arranging a 
week of get-togethers and excursions: in 2018 a Reading group will visit 
Düsseldorf. 

Anyone interested in learning more about these twinning exchanges 
will be welcome at an Information Meeting on Friday 11th November at 
8pm at St Michael’s church, in New Lane Hill/Routh Lane in Tilehurst.   

Before the meeting there will be an Interdenominational Service at 
7pm, and a Bring and Share Buffet at 7.30pm, to which all are also 
welcome. For more information contact Laurie Haseler on 0118 941 
4750 or rdchurches@btinternet.com   

Laurie Haseler - Reading Düsseldorf Churches Interchange 

We're Turning 25! – Café Direct 

Once upon a time, the coffee world went into a major crisis, 
endangering growers on a global scale. It was at this time that three 
co-operatives took a 
chance in the hopes of 
selling their coffee at a fair 
price. They boxed up their 
best coffee, shipped it off 
to the UK and held on to hope. 

This month, 25 years later, we are proud to have helped change the 
lives of growers, families and whole communities all over the world. It 
has been an incredible journey so far and our passion for great coffee 
will never wane. So with our 25th birthday this October, we’d like to 
invite you to celebrate with us with – what else? – a delicious cup of 
coffee! 
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The Rich and the Poor (Luke 16:19-31)  

Live forever 

My mother always said “I came with nothing and nothing can I bring 
back”. As I grew up learning the Bible, I realise she was quoting Job 1:21 
“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return there; 
the Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of 
the Lord.” 

I am really grateful that my mother always taught us about Jesus. She 
had given me a very beautiful picture what is heaven going to be like. 
We always asked,  

“Will we meet again in heaven?”  

“Can we recognise our loved ones?” 

“Will there be a physical body?” 

“Is there only laughter and joy? No sorrow and weeping?” 

My mother said, “Jesus told us stories about heaven … so amazing” 

The Rich: 

In Luke 16:19-31, Jesus was telling a story, it may be heaven, and it may 
be hell! My mother said, if you know about heaven, you would know 
hell as well. She was certain where a Christian will go. 

The Rich man had everything you can think of. He dressed in “purple 
and fine linen”. He had wealth and power “living in luxury every day”.  

The Poor  

Lazarus was a very poor man. As Jesus named Lazarus, Jesus may want 
us to know that he was a real person. He laid at the gate of the Rich 
man’s house. He wanted to take some throw-away food for his dinner.  

Lazarus was in great pain because of the sores on his fresh. He had 
tears every day because of hunger and pain. 

The Common Thing 

My mother said: “Is there anything in common between the Rich man 
and the Poor man Lazarus?” We thought, the Rich man lived in heaven, 
the Poor man lived in hell.  No! Nothing in common. 
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My mother said: “They both died! Didn’t they? No one will be spared of 
‘Death’ - No matter you are rich or poor, young or old, male or female, 
black or white, … everyone will have the same destiny. You don’t know 
when, where, how? 

They both died. Lazarus goes to heaven but the Rich man goes to hell.Is 
that merely because the Rich man is rich, he has to go to hell? 

Why Lazarus goes to heaven?  

Here are two containers: 

Container A is very full – money, talents, gifts, nice clothes, jewellery, 
properties, cars etc. 

Container B is empty – has nothing in it 

Container A is too full, it cannot take anymore, not even the grace of 
God. 

Container B is empty, but is ready to receive the grace of God in full. 

My mother asked the questions: Which container represents the Rich 
man’s life? Which container represents the Poor man’s life?  

As my mother always said “I came with nothing and nothing can I bring 
back; I am certain where I will go when I decided to follow Jesus.” 

Do you want to be the Empty Container, receiving the grace of God to 
the full? Are you certain where you go when you died? 

“All I once held dear, built my life upon … Knowing you Jesus, there is 
no greater, you’re my all, you’re my best, you’re my joy and 
righteousness, and I love you Lord. 

Dr Phebe Mann 
Salvation Army Concert  

Bed4Night with Reading Male Voice Choir and Ascot Brass 

On the evening of 15th October Ray and I went along to support the 
above choir and band in aid of Bed4Night which is to take place in 
January and February 2017 to allow the homeless to stay overnight 
during these cold nights in a church hall with meals and 
games/activities etc. 

This year I think there are 7 central Reading churches taking part and 
the Salvation Army ferry the camp beds and bedding around the 
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different churches. This was a wonderful concert in their new 
refurbished church/hall which had plenty of room for the large Ascot 
Brass as well as the Reading Male Voice Choir.  

The choir are now under the direction of Clive Waterman with Lucy 
Morris as assistant MD. Their quiet singing was really beautiful.  How 
lovely it was to see her conducting some of the pieces and hearing her 
play her violin so expertly. 

You will remember Norman who used to meet at Park with the Phoenix 
Choir and who presented Park with the painting in the hall. 

He was also MD of Opera at Bearwood and I know he would have 
been extremely proud of his daughter’s achievements. 

For those interested their next concert will be at the Reading Minister 
with Taunton Male Voice Choir on 29th October, 7.00pm. Ascot Brass 
will be performing on the 11th November at 7.30pm at Blue Coat 
School, Sonning.  
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Church Contacts 

Minister: 

Rev Robert Weston office: 0118 926 5003 
    
   e-mail: minister@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Secretary: 

Roger Clark    
   e-mail: churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 

Centre Manager:  

Julie Cameron  phone: 0845 463 6426 
   e-mail: centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 
 

Magazine Editor: 

Rod King     
   e-mail: editor@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Website: www.parkurc.org.uk 

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many 
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we 
support, with links to even more helpful websites. 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel  
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Regular Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Worship 
  Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities 
  Holy Communion  (1st Sunday) 
 3.00 pm  Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month) 
 3.45 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church 
 6.30 pm  Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 
 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 
Monday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9.30 am Park Mother & Toddlers Group 
 5.15 pm Beaver Scouts 
 6.45 pm Cub Scouts  
 7.30 pm Housegroup 
Tuesday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 10:00 am  Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks) 
 10.30 am Fitness Pilates 
 1.00 pm Cranberry College (Sept-Mar term time) 
 2.15 pm  Friendship Club  
 2:00 pm  Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 
 7:30 pm Earley Folk Dancing 
 7.30 pm Badminton Club (Sept – March) 
 7.30 pm Housegroup 
 8.15 pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group 
Wednesday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9.00 am Morning Prayers 
 9:30 am Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly) 
 10.00 am Park 60+ Exercise  (12 noon seated session) 
 12.00 pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 
 2.00 pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 
 5.00 pm Beavers 
 7.00 pm Scouts 
Thursday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9;45 am Tuneful Tales 
 10.30 am  Reading MenCap 
 2.00 pm  U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 
 2.00 pm Active Living Tai Chi 
 2:00 pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month) 
 5:30 pm  Brownies 
 5.30 pm Rainbows 
  7.15 pm  Guides 
 7.30 pm Housegroup 
Friday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9.45 am  Zumba Fitness Class 
 6.30pm Pilots 

Saturday 
9.00 am 
9.30am 

The Allenova Ballet School 
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community 
Group 

 10.00 Parenthesis Choir 
 4.00pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 
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